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LEISURE & ARTS
PHOTOGRAPHY
By WILLIAM MEYERS
“Figure Studies”

Deborah Bell Photographs
511 W. 25th St., Room 703
212-691-3883

Deborah Bell has assembled 22
pictures taken over a period of 120
years to suggest ways that photog-
raphy canrepresent the human fig-
ure. The earliest is Edweard Muy-
bridge’s “Plate 480 from ‘Animal
Locomotion,” 1887, a collotype of
a nude child climbing stairs. In
Muybridge’s serial images, the lit-
tle girl learning to crawl is a mar-
vel. Mariana Cook’s “Baby’s Dress,
New York City, 10 September 1999,
12:30 p.m.” is a white gown with
lace on the sleeves and hem that
would look nice on Muybridge’s
naked girl, but the figure here is
suggested by its absence.

Peter Hujar’s somewhat dole-
ful “Cindy Lubar as Queen Victo-
ria, 1974” presents the male figure
in drag, its true anatomy hidden
under a ball gown, whereas Susan
Paulsen’s “Block Island, 2006 (Sa-
rah),” taken outdoors in very even

light, makes clear that her naked
subject is a woman. There are two
Louis Faurer images in the show,
“Untitled (lingerie for Harper’s Ba-
zaar), New York, 1962,” a shot for
an ad in which a beautiful female
body is used for commercial pur-
poses, and “Suzie posing on stools
at the Art Students League, NYC,
1971,” in which an obese woman
models for seven painters stand-
ing at their easels.

Daido Moriyama photo-
graphed himselfin a town identi-
fied with folkloric spirits, but all
we see of him in “Self-Portrait,
Tono, Japan, n.d. (1960s)” is his
insubstantial shadow. There are
six pictures by Erwin Blumen-
feld from the 1930s, ’40s and
’50s in which his nudes demateri-
alize from straight images to ab-
stract solarizations.

Mr. Meyers’s photo exhibition “The
Water’s Edge” will be at Staten
Island, N.Y.’s Alice Austen House
Museum from March 1 to May 1.



